FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

N.J.A.C. 15:21-12: MUNICIPAL ANNUAL MANDATORY LIBRARY APPROPRIATION FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF A FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Do these regulations apply to county or association libraries?

No, but the information regarding reports in N.J.A.C. 15:21-12.7 consolidates information that covers all types of libraries. Also the definitions may be of use, especially concerning what constitutes a capital expense. 
What is the impact for municipal and joint libraries?

Please read the rules to determine if your library is in compliance. The rules gather related information from existing statute, regulation and Attorney's General opinions into one place so that the library's and municipality's auditor as well as directors and trustees will have a clear understanding of the rules. For example, there are many different places in the laws and regulations that talk about reports - now they can all be found in one place.
What clarifications were made?

Clarifications include:

· The municipality must expend the 1/3 mill to the treasurer of the trustees
· For those towns that hold the library's money in the municipal budget, the 1/3 mill must be placed into a reserve account for the library trustees
· Only trustees may authorize expenditures from library funding
· Permitted uses of the 1/3 mill once the library has received it
· Consolidation of reporting and audit requirements

· Withholding of state support for non-compliance (subject to appeals procedures)
· Municipality may not charge the library rent or debt payment

Is there anything new in the regulation?

Yes, as follows:
· Conditions that allow a library board to expend funds on capital projects

· The requirement that the municipality expend the 1/3 mil support to the library no less than quarterly and no less than 25% per quarter

· Information required when requesting permission of the State Librarian to increase municipal support by more than 15% of the prior year (assumes compliance prior year)
· Appeals procedure for non-compliance with new regulation
What if the 25% payment schedule presents a hardship to the municipality?

The State Library received comments expressing concerns and regarding this issue, and will propose revisions to these rules after more study. NJSL anticipates working with New Jersey Department of Community Affairs and the municipalities to accommodate any cash flow issue during the first year of implementation. 
What if the library is currently charged rent by the municipality?

In order to receive Per Capita State Aid, contact the Data Coordinator immediately to discuss this issue.
What if the library currently has an agreement to repay debt service?
So as not to suddenly disrupt those few existing contractual relationships with libraries now predicated upon  repayments of capital financing, through debt service or lease payments, to a municipality out of the mandatory annual library appropriation, N.J.A.C. 15:21-12.6(b) allows for a process of transition.
 What if the library is currently not in compliance with the regulations for any reason other than rent?

In order to receive Per Capita State Aid, contact the Data Coordinator immediately to discuss the appeal process.
What date will the rule take effect?
The final version of the rule will appear in the January 16, 2007 New Jersey Register and becomes law at that time. Compliance with the rule will apply to calendar year 2007.
How will this affect Per Capita State Aid to municipal and joint libraries?

Noncompliance may result in 100% loss of PCSA.  N.J.S.A. 18A:74-12 (State Library Aid Law) provides for the withholding of State Library aid for all types of public libraries under certain conditions. N.J.A.C.15:21-2.2 (per capita library aid to public libraries) was amended in 2005 to make clear this requirement. Beginning with 2006 data, all libraries will certify that they are in compliance with all applicable laws effective as of December 31, 2006. This excludes any new provisions in the new rules, N.J.A.C. 15:21-12. Beginning with 2007 data, all libraries will certify that they are in compliance with all applicable laws, and for municipal and joint libraries “applicable laws” will include N.J.A.C. 15:21-12.
Can you clarify what is meant by N.J.A.C. 15:21-12.7 (c) requiring in part “an analysis of the state and condition of the library facility prepared by the Director"?  

Is this specifically referring to the physical state of the library building and/or an overall evaluation of library services provided to the public?
Aside from the basic financial information required in this report, the report should include a section that will inform the municipality regarding the future capital needs of the library.  The report also provides an opportunity to offer statistics and stories demonstrating the importance of library service for the community.
Questions?
Victoria Rosch, Data Coordinator

vrosch@njstatelib.org
609.292.7854


