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TO:
Whom it may concern
FROM:   Victoria Rosch, Consultant

DATE:
   January 2, 2007
RE:  
   N.J.A.C. 15:21-12: MUNICIPAL ANNUAL MANDATORY LIBRARY                   

   APPROPRIATION FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF A FREE PUBLIC 


   LIBRARY

In order to provide elected officials, trustees, municipal and library auditors, library directors and other interested parties with one place to consult regarding the appropriate expenditure of the annual mandatory library appropriation, reports, audits and the appeals process for various contingencies, the State Library is proposing the adoption of  N.J.A.C. 15:21-12.  The most important piece of the new rule defines eligible and ineligible costs that may be counted toward the mandatory appropriation.  These definitions are based on the opinions of attorneys general and general municipal law.
New provisions in the new rules include:

· Information required when requesting permission of State Librarian to increase municipal support by more than 15% of the prior year
· Municipality must expend support to library no less than quarterly and no less than 25% per quarter
· Conditions that allow a library board to expend funds on capital projects

· Appeals procedure for non-compliance with the new rules
Consolidation of existing law includes:

· Reporting and audits

· Withholding of state support for non-compliance

· Appropriate handling of library’s funding when it is held in the municipality’s budget

Comments received included (see :

· Clarify definitions (Non-substantive changes approved)

· Change the State statutes governing to whom a municipality may charge rent, the minimum funding for libraries, and the inability of municipal libraries to pay debt (not approved or not within the scope of this rule) 
· Change the payment schedule (Various suggestions were offered but not approved at this time due to the substantive nature of the requested changes. The State Library is sympathetic to the commenters’ concerns and will propose revisions to these rules after more study. The State Library anticipates working with NJ Department of Community Affairs and the municipalities to accommodate any cash flow issue during the first year of implementation.
See: http://www.njstatelib.org/LDB/State_Aid/regulations.php for the Adoption Notice (comments, responses and changes to the proposed rules as published in September), FAQ and the final text of the new rules.

The rules will also be posted at http://www.njstatelib.org/LDB/Library_Law/ by the end of January.
