GLOSSARY


Acid-free - Materials which are either ph neutral or alkaline-buffered and therefore acceptable for use in conservation. Paper that is neither ph neutral nor alkaline-buffered will self-destruct over time. [Commercially available items, such as scrapbooks and photograph albums, are now often acid-free to ensure a long shelf-life.]
Acquisitions - A set of records or individual items (such as books, papers, fine art) acquired through donation or purchase.
Archive/s - The historical records of an organization, or the  institution or department that houses them.

CAPES - Caucus Archival Projects Evaluation Service – A consultation program coordinated by MARAC to provide free advice to institutions on archival issues.  Funded by the New Jersey Historical Commission.

CCAHA - Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts - CCAHA is one of the largest non-profit regional conservation labs in the northeast, specializing in the treatment of art and historic artifacts on paper. The agency offers collection surveys, consultations, conservation, and technical workshops.

Conservator - An individual who possesses the knowledge and skill to prevent or retard deterioration of materials, and to restore already deteriorated materials to a usable condition.

Housing - The act of placing materials into acid-free file folders and/or archival boxes, or using other archival methods to protect the material, such as encapsulating with Mylar.

MARAC - Mid Atlantic Regional Archives Conference - A professional organization dedicated to promoting professional development and communication among individuals interested in archival and manuscript materials.

NEDCC - North East Document Conservation Center – One of the largest non-profit conservation centers in the United States, with a mission to improve the preservation programs of libraries, archives, museums and other historical and cultural organizations. They provide conservation treatment, technical workshops, and on-site visits.

NJHC - New Jersey Historical Commission - Dedicated to preserving the historic record of New Jersey, NJHC promotes an appreciation for the state's history. It is the major source of preservation grants for libraries and local historical agencies.

NJLA - New Jersey Library Association - The oldest and largest library organization in New Jersey advocates for the advancement of library services, provides continuing education and networking opportunities for its members, and supports the principles of intellectual freedom.

NJSL - New Jersey State Library - Serving the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of New Jersey State government for over 200 years, the State Library offers library services to all New Jersey residents. Mission statement: "To lead in the provision, promotion and support of high quality library and information services to all people of New Jersey."

Shelving - An aspect of Housing in regard to both collection security and the nature of the shelving material used in their construction.
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