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Ocean County Library

Diversity Initiative Timeline

1997


Elaine McConnell Director, Ocean County Library charged two staff members to develop a diversity training program based on the Library's Strategic Plan and Mission.

Professional Diversity Consultants were researched and recommended.

Introductory meeting was held between the recommended Consultants, the Library Director, and the founding members of the Diversity Committee.

1st Diversity Presentation held during staff development day.

1998


Library Commission approved appointment of MountainTop Ventures Inc., to help plan and execute a comprehensive diversity-training program.  With this approval the Ocean County Library embarked on a long-term project that included staff and administration at all levels, as well as system outreach and interaction with our communities.

A Diversity Committee made up of all levels of staff, was formed to facilitate the long-term project.

The first staff and customer Environmental Scans around diversity issues was conducted.

Three Diversity Sub-Committee's were formed:  "Collections", "Outreach", and "Programming".

1999

A Library Diversity Mission Statement was created by the Diversity Committee.

Library Director, Elaine McConnell, presented the Mission Statement at the Library’s Staff Development Day.

System wide Diversity Plan was created.

Sub-committee charges were developed, approved, and enacted.

1st Diversity Initiative presentation to Branch Manager's was conducted.

1st round of Diversity Training for Supervisors was conducted.

1st Branch telephone answering and messaging system was made available in Spanish.

1st round of staff Diversity Training programs was conducted.

2000

Telecirc made available in Spanish.

Started celebrating National Diversity Month system wide.

Conducted the first cultural awareness seminar for staff -The Y Forum.

List of bilingual staff created to assist in translating customers’ needs.

Liaison to the Diversity Committee appointed at each branch library.

2nd round of staff Diversity Training programs was conducted.

2001

Libros Y Mas Para Todos – Diversity focus on Latino communities.

Offered cultural awareness seminars to staff, beginning with the Latino and Orthodox Jewish communities.  

Offered a Staff Development Day training session on online diversity resources.

Debuted Spanish Language focus collection in March.

Required trainees to complete a diversity project.

Outreach Librarian position created.

1st Diversity commercial aired on popular cable channels:  BET, CNN, Weather Channel, Lifetime, CNBC, MTV, History Channel, Food Channel, and TV Land.

Began advertising librarian positions in large city newspapers to attract more diverse applicants.

An additional three-day training session was held for the Diversity Committee, the Administrative Team.

3rd round of staff Diversity Training programs were conducted.

Began sending Diversity Committee members to NTL (National Training Laboratories) for additional diversity training.

2002

Good for the Soul:  Diversity focus on African-American & Black communities.

Good for the Soul:  African-American Film and Book Discussion Series.

Established African-American Christian Fiction Collection.

Spectrum Too Traineeship.

New Employee Orientation includes Diversity Training piece (1/2 day).

Began work with second Diversity Consultant, Dr. Cathy Royal of "Royal Consulting Group, LLC.

2003



Insight Out – GLBT Diversity focus.

Panel discussion on GLBT issues.

Staff training on GLBT issues was held.

Attended Rainbowfest in Trenton.

OCL Job Fair held, to attract more diverse applicants.

Began recruiting at ALA.

The Vogrin-Bell Scholarship fund was established.

Sponsored a community bus trip to attend the commemorative March on Washington celebrating the 40th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King's "I Have A Dream" Speech.

4th round of Diversity Training for staff held by Mountaintop Ventures.

Awarded ALA's LAMA Cultural Awareness Grant.

Participation in the Urban Libraries Council Executive Leadership Institute with a project focused on diversity initiative activities.

2004

1st Diversity Summit for Branch Managers was held.  Each branch creates a Diversity Plan.

Began celebrating Black History Month in collaboration with Ocean County College.

Created an impact analysis of Census 2000 of the racially and ethnically diverse communities served by Ocean County Library System.

Received 1st place award at the 7th Annual ALA Diversity Fair Award.

Second Outreach Librarian position added.

Attended Asbury Park Gay Pride Celebration.

2nd airing of Diversity commercial on popular cable channels:  BET, CNN, Weather Channel, Lifetime, CNBC, MTV, History Channel, Food Channel, an TV Land.

Participated in One Community NJ:  Diversity in Libraries Conference.

2005
2nd Diversity Summit for Branch Managers was held.

Two new Diversity Sub-Committees were formed:  "Partnerships" and Training".

Established Sub-Committee charge(s), goals, objectives, and budgets.

1st Diversity Training Session for Youth Services Librarians was conducted.

1st Diversity Training for Circulation supervisors was conducted.

2nd Staff environmental scan was conducted.

5th round of staff Diversity Training programs were conducted.

 Materials for Diversity Training, Programs and Outreach
The following lists are works in progress.  They will be updated as needed by the Diversity Programming Subcommittee members.  Please contact the Subcommittee via their Dynix e-mail, telephone, or memo with any suggestions and additions for each list.  All staff members are encouraged to contribute ideas.
The following titles in our collection are useful for reference in planning multicultural programming or for staff and community discussion:
Culturally Diverse Videos, Audios, and CD-ROMs for Children and Young Adults. by Irene Wood. NY: Neal-Schuman, 1999.
Everyday acts against racism: raising children in a multiracial world, edited by Maureen T. Reddy. Seattle, Seal Press, 1996.
Written by mothers and/or nurturing teachers. Commentaries describe what these people have done to take and teach positive action against racism and sexism, especially as it affects and empowers their children and students. Readable and enjoyable these inspiring commentaries help build awareness and could be used for staff or community discussions.
Ford, Clyde W. We can all get along: 50 steps you can take to help end racism at home, at work, in your community. New York, Dell, 1994.
Easy to read and use, fun, handbook to build personal, family and community diversity understanding – includes ideas, resources, and actions. Lists 18 major holidays or celebrations of various ethnic or religious groups. Gives tips how to program. Useful for staff development. Especially good for accessing community and planning community activities and projects.
The gay and lesbian address book – The Editors of Out magazine. New York, Berkeley Publishers, 1995.
"Make contact with over 3,500 leaders in the arts, business, politics, activism, culture, and much more" says it all. A good person and organizational contact resource.
Holidays, festivals, and celebrations of the world dictionary (1997 : 2nd ed.) : detailing more than 2,000 observances from all 50 states and more than 100 nations / edited by Helene Henderson and Sue Ellen Thompson. Detroit, MI: Omnigraphics, 1997.
"A compendious reference guide to popular, ethnic, religious, national, and ancient holidays, festivals, celebrations, commemorations, holy days, feasts, and fasts; supplemented by special sections on calendar systems, the millennium, admission days and facts about the states and territories, Presidents of the United States, tourism information sources, and web sites on holidays; special indexes of chronological, ethnic and geographic, historical, religious, ancient, folkloric, calendar, promotional and sports holidays, state and national legal holidays, general, and subject indexes." Includes bibliographical references and indexes.  This source has wonderful, easy to use indexes, variety, and ideas. A basic source for multicultural holidays.
Pilger, Mary Anne. Multicultural projects index: things to make and do to celebrate festivals, cultures, and holidays around the world. -- 2nd ed. Englewood, CO, Libraries Unlimited, 1998.
Fabulous index of books, alphabetical by subject, to creative ideas and projects of many, many cultures. Indexes such topics as decorations, fables, cookery, games, animals – listed under country, continent, culture or individually, i.e. horses, eggs, hats, kachina dolls. Books they may be over 10 years old but worth hanging on to. (Check bibliography for OCL editions.)
Plowden, Martha Ward, illustrated by Ronald Jones. Famous firsts of black women. Gretna, La, Pelican, 1993.
Black and white drawings illustrate brief, 2-8 page biographies highlighting the lives and exceptional contributions of the twenty women from Phyllis Wheatley and Sojourner Truth to Barbara Jordan and Wilma Rudolph. A good quick way for all of us to review the lives of these great women.
Roberts, Patricia L. and Nancy Lee Cecil. Developing multicultural awareness through children’s literature: A guide for teachers and librarians, grades K-8. Jefferson, NC, McFarland, 1993.
Books and tips on how to discuss them with and involve children. Covers books relating to African American, Asian American, European American, Latino American and Native American heritage. Includes Jewish stories under "European" and at least one Arab story under "African."
Williams, Patricia J. Seeing a color-blind future. (The 1997 BBC Reith Lecture) New York, Noonday, 1998.
Five powerful essays by a professor of law and columnist for The Nation shines a bright light on some of the ways we are definitely not living in a "color-blind" society. Williams gives the kind of vivid readable analysis that could help us reach that goal sometime in the future and without which we may just continue to deceive ourselves and miss the opportunity for change. Includes, for example, a vivid description of tour groups who crash Church services in Harlem. For those who have enjoyed writings by Cornel West and Henry Louis Gates, jr., or the adventurous. Short essays could be duplicated and used for discussion by staff or public.
For staff development also note the videos: Differences make us stronger: diversity in the library and from the front of the room: trainers discuss diversity training.
Children's Multicultural Holiday and Celebrations:  Books For Programming with Children and/or Adults
This is a small sampling of the many children’s holiday and cultural identity books in OCL collections. Most of them are in series. They have great ideas for multicultural programming for all ages.
Barlas, Bob. Jamaica (Festivals of the world.) Milwaukee, Gareth Stevens Publishing, 1998.
Jamaica includes a bit about the country, the music – reggae and musical stars, leading holidays, "things to make and do", and good, simple recipes. The series: Festivals of the world is colorful and one of the most interesting – gives some real depth while staying festive and exciting, great photographs and illustrations. There are thirty titles in this series in the OCL collection.
Freeman, Dorothy Rhodes and Dianne M. MacMillan. Kwanzaa (Best holiday books.) Hillside, NJ, Enslow Publishers, 1992.
Describes the origin and significance of each of the seven days of Kwanzaa celebrated by many African Americans from December 26 to January 1. A description of the music, candles, colors, and African traditional mats used make it helpful for library Kwanzaa displays and programs.
Kadodwala, Dilip. Holi (A World of holidays.) Austin, Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 1997. (J394.26545)
This title, Holi, is about the Indian Hindu celebration of the end of winter and the beginning of spring -- March or early April. World of holidays is a well-illustrated and very informative series. It includes how the holiday is celebrated both in and outside of the country of origin, foods, costumes, craft instructions and other program ideas. Other titles In OCL collection: All Saints Day, Chinese New Year, Christmas, Easter, Id al-Fitr (Ramadan) and Passover.
Jenness, Aylette. Come home with me: a multicultural treasure hunt. A "Kids Bridge" Book. New York, New Press, 1993.
Four children of varying ethnic backgrounds (African, Irish, Puerto Rican, and Cambodian) take us into their neighborhoods to search for a treasure (or something good to eat.) A fun book for school aged children with good ideas for children’s programs and community connections.
Lazar, Wendy. The Jewish holiday book / illustrated by Marion Behr. Garden City, N.Y. Doubleday, c1977.
One of the many children’s books in the system highlighting Jewish holidays includes crafts.
MacMillan, Dianne M. Ramadan and Id al-Fitr. (Best holiday books.) Springfield NJ, Enslow Publishers, 1994.
This title gives a clear and interesting review of the holiday -- its religious and historic significance as well as how it’s celebrated. Id al-Fitr is a joyous holiday at the end of Ramadan with gift giving, lots of candy and festival like celebrations. OCL has twenty-three titles in the Best holiday books series.
Penner, Lucille Recht. A Native American feast; with illustrations selected by the author. New York, Macmillan, c1994.
American Indian "holidays" are listed under Indians of North America – Rites and Ceremonies as well as other headings. This title gives an account of an Indian Thanksgiving celebration along with foods and recipes. See also the following entry.
Pow wow. (Holidays for children video series.) Closed captioned. Michael Keck.
1 videocassette (ca. 25 min.) Produced and directed by Fabian-Baber Communication. Bala Cynwyd, PA, Schlessinger Video Productions, c1996.
"Many native Americans from across the U.S. and Canada meet throughout the year at Pow Wows, gatherings where Native American culture and life are celebrated by everyone. The children make a kachina doll of their own, and learn the folklore behind the dream catcher. The program introduces drums, celebratory songs, dances and traditional tales." The OCL collections have 19 titles in the Holidays for children video series.
Ridgwell, Jenny. A taste of Japan (Food Around the World, A Taste Of….) Thomson Learning, New York, 1993. (J641.5952Ri)
Centering, naturally, on food, Food Around the World is another good series with some depth. The book on Japan has a detailed description of the Japanese food production, the tea ceremony, Sumo wresting, and several recipes. Fine illustrations, glossary, and short bibliography. OCL has eight titles in this series.
Viesti, Joe and Diane Hall, photographed by Joe Viesti. Celebrate! In Central America. Lothrop, Lee, & Shepard Books, New York, 1997.
This book has both religious and non-religious holidays with an emphasis on celebration.  Lavishly illustrated with photographs. The non-religious titles include Columbus Day, also known as Race Day, on which the various races of Central America are appreciated.  El Baile de la Conquista (the dance of the conquistadors) is celebrated in Guatemala and while it commemorates the Spanish conquest of the Mayans, it is also about Mayan pride.
Winchester, Faith. Asian holidays (Read and Discover Ethnic Holidays.) Bridgestone Books, Mankato, Minnesota, 1996.
Brief description of eight Asian holidays and a craft for Chinese New Year.  The author’s African-American holidays is also in this series.
Series listed:
Best holiday books
Festivals of the world
Food around the world, A taste of...
Holidays for children video series
Read and discover ethnic holidays
A world of holidays.
Ocean County Library

Diversity Collections and Programming

Goal: Select and provide library materials that reflect the languages and cultures of the communities we serve.

1. Find additional vendors and review sources

Guadalajara Book Fair – participation partially funded by ALA

Harlem Book Fair

Miami Book Fair

Book Expo America – now features many more vendors and programs showcasing a widely diverse range of authors and publishers – many niche areas

Lambda Awards 

Essence bestsellers

NAACP Image Awards

Criticas

2. Solicit information from frontline staff and community members

3. Consult statistical resources – census figures to ascertain demographics

4. Visit libraries serving diverse populations (e.g. Queensborough and Newark) – we met with staff, looked at collections, and went back to Queens for training on how to conduct an English Language conversation group

5. Apply for grants to build special collections

· Spanish language and bilingual books – NJ Special Populations grant

· Orthodox Jewish books – NJ Special Populations grant

6. Catalog and shelve foreign language materials so customers can find them

7. Create Spanish Resources page for OCL website

8. Publicize and market collections – to benefit both our focus populations and to raise awareness of the dominant population to the presence, interests, and contributions of other cultures within our community

9. Purchase professional development materials to assist staff in achieving diversity goals

Programming goal: Provide programs that celebrate differences, and stimulate and satisfy curiosity about other beliefs, cultures, and lifestyles

1. Develop festivals that bring people together (Fiesta! Libros y Mas para Todos!)

2. Engage different community groups in program development and presentation (Soul Food Feast and Black History Month program – food provided by local Baptist Church members; Hispanic Heritage Month – cosponsored by the newspaper Latinos Unidos, Lakewood School District, Catholic Charities, St. Francis Center, and Puerto Rican Action Board; Gay Seniors group at Community Hospital, Harbor House facility for runaway teens, and high school substance abuse counselors provided information on developing Insight Out, our GLBT focus;  Job Fair – cosponsored by the Puerto Rican Action Board; African-American Christian Fiction book discussion group – local churches)

3. Bring various groups together to cosponsor and plan diverse events (The Legacy of Matthew Shepard, cosponsored by OC College and OC Human Relations Commission; Immigration Fair, cosponsored by Catholic Charities and the Puerto Rican Action Board)

4. Participate in community events that celebrate diversity (Juneteenth, 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s I Have a Dream speech, Gay Pride Day, Rainbowfest )

5. Advertise programs in media that reach Spanish-speaking and reading population

Ocean County Library Diversity

Staff and Training

Goals:

1. All employees will be familiar with OCL’s diversity plan and goals

2. All employees are expected to contribute  to the Library’s success in meeting its diversity goals

3. The interviewing and orientation processes incorporate information about the diversity initiative

4. All trainees are required to implement a diversity project

5. Staff Development Day programs will include some that are diversity-focused (most recently – Serving Our Latino Customers and GLBT Issues in Law Enforcement)

6. Develop collection of staff development resources on issues of diversity and multiculturalism for use in staff training and staff meetings

7. Develop a library workforce reflective of the diverse population we serve, at all levels and titles

8. Advertise positions in library schools that have a high number of minority students and ethnic media sources

Partial list of training and staff development activities:

MountainTop Ventures – 3 phase process called Valuing Differences

· Phase 1 environmental scan, 81 volunteers from general staff, library management team, and library Commission in 1998;  and focus groups for representatives of community organizations and groups in 1999.  A new environmental scan is scheduled for 2005

· Phase 2 (Diversity 101) diversity workshops for 4 groups: Diversity Committee, management team, supervisors, and support staff since 2000 and ongoing 

· Follow-up consultation and support for planning and commitments

Cultural awareness seminars – including panels of leaders in the Latino community, of gay lesbian activists, and speakers from the Orthodox Jewish and Muslim communities – these programs were free or low-cost; we have found that community presenters and local experts are willing to share their knowledge and experiences

Book and film discussions – GLBT film series was a trainee project

Trainee program – Librarian trainees wrote a grant for Orthodox Jewish materials, developed and conducted internet classes en espanol, developed and conducted African American Christian fiction book discussions

Spectrum Too trainee – one trainee slot is reserved for an MLS student from an underrepresented group

Vogrin-Bell scholarship – to provide financial assistance at the undergraduate or graduate level for a minority candidate

Urban Libraries Council Executive Leadership Institute – our project for this institute focused on diversity initiative activities

Branch managers diversity summit – this provided training as a base for branch managers to develop individual branch diversity plans

Outreach Services librarian positions, starting 2001 with one, now two – these librarians not only conduct outreach into the community but also develop and provide staff training

Outreach and Community Relationships

Goals:

1. Seek and establish partnerships with organizations comprised of and/or serving diverse, minority, and immigrant populations

2. Join and participate in organizations whose activities and philosophy of service are in accordance with Ocean County Library's diversity mission

3. Participate in community events that celebrate diversity

4. Market the library system to diverse populations

5. Publicize library events and the “diversity commercial” via media that reach diverse populations e.g. cable television and Spanish language newspapers

6. Offer programs that serve immigrants

7. Continuously promote focus collections to the public via community group interaction and media spots

Sample community events:

African American Heritage Festival at PNC Arts Center

Juneteenth

Rainbowfest

Gay Pride Day

Community organizations:

NAACP 

Puerto Rican Action Board Ocean County College Multicultural Affairs Office

Ocean County Human Relations Commission 

Catholic Charities

GLSEN

St. Francis Community Outreach

· ESL classes

· ESOL conversation groups (trainee project)

Georgian Court University

Churches, especially those serving minority groups

Diversity Survey (mailing, plus online)

Bilingual staff as resources – names and languages posted on the library intranet

Diversity commercial aired on popular cable channels: BET, CNN, Weather Channel, Lifetime, CNBC, MTV, History Channel, Food Channel and TV Land

Diversity Discussion Starters

 Print nonfiction available at

the Ocean County Library

Another Day at the Front: Dispatches from the Race War by Ishmael Reed, 2003

An irreverent, brilliant, politically charged barrage of essays aimed at the perpetrators of America's war on blacks and providing historical context to contemporary realities.  305.896 Reed
Black is a Country: Race and the Unfinished Struggle for Democracy by Nikhil Pal Singh, 2004

An elegant account of the paradoxical relationship between race as a resource of hope and racism as an enduring curse at the core of this country's cultural and political imagination.  323.173 Sing
Border-Line Personalities: A New Generation of Latinas Dish on Sex, Sass and Cultural Shifting edited by Robyn Moreno and Michelle Herrera Mulligan, 2004

Why, in the minds of most Americans, are Latinas still thought of as maids, seductresses, and booty-shaking salsa divas? Divided into loose categories about family, sex, identity, and lessons learned, these revealing essays address what it means to be Latina today.  305.488 Bord
Brown: The Last Discovery of America by Richard Rodriguez, 2002

At the core of this book is an assessment of the meaning of Hispanics to the life of America—Hispanics are coloring an American identity that traditionally has chosen to describe itself as black and white.  305.686 Rodr
Everything but the Burden: What White People are Taking from Black Culture edited by Greg Tate, 2003

A collection of essays that explores the American attraction/repulsion, fascination, adoption, and obsession with the alternative culture constantly being reinvented by black Americans.

305.896 Ever

A Face in the Crowd: Expressions of Gay Life in America edited by John Peterson and Martin Bedogne, 2002

Incorporating stories and profiles of gay men and women, this book, sponsored by the Matthew Shepard Foundation, poignantly illustrates that gay life in North America does not fit a single stereotype.  306.76 Face or XX 306.76 Face
From Identity to Politics: The Lesbian and Gay Movements in the United States by Craig A. Rimmerman, 2002

This title provides an introduction to phases of U.S. lesbian and gay political history, outlines the evolution of gay movements and challenges readers to study and understand the strengths and weaknesses of each of the phases.  305.9066 Rimm
The Great Wells of Democracy: The Meaning of Race in American Life by Manning Marable, 2002

This title penetrates the veneer of democracy and exposes the essential role that race and racism play in America's formation.  232.1196 Mara
I Can’t Believe You Asked That!: The Ultimate Q&A about Race, Sex, Religion and Other Terrifying Topics edited by Phillip J. Milano, 2004

Politically correct or not, these questions reflect natural, honest, human curiosity about the lives and experiences of other people.  305 Ican
Jubilee: The Emergence of African American Culture by Howard Dodson, 2002

Slaves came to the Americas from many different parts of the African continent, bringing with them distinct languages, religions, and expressive arts. This title shows the many ways that these diverse peoples united, forged their own identity, and laid the foundations for truly unique African-American social, cultural, political, and economic expressions throughout the Western Hemisphere.  305.896 Dods
The Latino Wave: How Hispanics Will Elect the Next American President by Jorge Ramos, 2004

A pivotal new book that explores the current and future power of the Latino vote in American politics. 305.686 Ramo

Living in Spanglish: The Search for Latino Identity in America by Ed Morales, 2002

This book delves deeply into the individual's response to Latino stereotypes and suggests that Latinos’ ability to hold on to their heritage, while at the same time working to create a culture that is entirely new, is a key component of America's future.  305.868 Mora
Making Gay History: The Half-Century Fight for Lesbian and Gay Equal Rights by Eric Marcus, 2002

Using the heart-felt stories of more than 60 people, the author carries us through the compelling five-decade battle that has changed the fabric of American society.  306.766 Marc
The Many Costs of Racism by Joe R. Feagin and Karyn D. McKinney, 2003

Drawing on well-documented studies, this book vividly portrays the damage done to individuals, families, and communities by stress from workplace discrimination. It shows the strong connection between discrimination and health problems, describing these as "costs" above and beyond the economic trials of discrimination.  305.896 Feag
Mulatto America—At the Crossroads of Black and White Culture: A Social History by Stephan Talty, 2003

Drawing on original research and daring new interpretations of crucial events in American history, the author paints a portrait of a lost America—one in which musicians, writers, and ordinary people led the nation to a deeper understanding of the strangers on the other side of town.  305.896 Talt
The Presumed Alliance: The Unspoken Conflict between Latinos and Blacks and What it Means for America by Nicolas C. Vaca, 2004

The author explores the question of whether the political alliance between blacks and Hispanics will grow stronger out of respect or whether formerly hidden differences will drive a wedge between the minority groups that will reconfigure American politics.  305.868 Vaca
Race Manners: Navigating the Minefield between Black and White Americans by Bruce A. Jacobs, 1999

By putting race conversation squarely where it belongs, in our everyday interactions with the people around us, the author reminds us that the power to undo the evils of racism come from everyday acts as much as from political policy.  305.8 Jaco
Race Matters by Cornel West, 1993, 2001

This classic looks at the issues facing African Americans, including the new Black conservatism, Black-Jewish relations, discrimination, racial stereotypes, and despair.  305.8 Wes
The Race Trap: Smart Strategies for Effective Racial Communication in Business and in Life by Robert L. Johnson and Steven Simring, 2000

Written by two of the nation's leading experts in racial communication, this book is a must-read for managers who deal with a diverse workforce or anyone interested in improving their effectiveness in multiracial settings.  303.482 John
Saving the Race: Conversations on Du Bois from A Collective Memoir of Souls by Rebecca Carroll, 2004

Containing an insightful and illuminating collection of interviews both provocative and inspiring, this title paints a fascinating, complicated, and colorful portrait about the “souls of black folk” in twenty-first century America.  305.896 Carr
Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the Gay Revolution by David Carter, 2004

Based on over a decade of research, hundreds of interviews, and an exhaustive search of public and private records, this book is the definitive story of one of modern history's most singular events.  306.766 Cart
Visible Differences: Why Race Will Matter to Americans in the Twenty-First Century by Dominic Pulera, 2002

This accessible and penetrating analysis is the first to include detailed coverage of America’s five "racial" groups: whites, blacks, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Native Americans.  305.8 Pule
The Ways of Black Folks: A Year in the Life of a People by Lawrence C. Ross, Jr., 2003

The author traveled nearly 150,000 miles for 14 months to capture the day-to-day varied experiences of Africans in the Diaspora, including the U.S., Brazil, Canada, the Caribbean, and Europe.  305.896 Ross

When the Drama Club in Not Enough: Lessons from the Safe Schools Program for Gay and Lesbian Students by Jeff Perrotti and Kim Westheimer, 2001

This book discusses the previously ignored topic—gay and lesbian identity and self-esteem at the middle and elementary school level, and gay and lesbian issues in school sports.

371.8266 Perr

Who’s Gonna Take the Weight?: Manhood, Race and Power in America by Kevin Powell, 2003

In three mind-jolting essays by one of the most passionate and eloquent voices of his generation, author Kevin Powell leads us to the heart of the searing issues facing us today, from manhood, violence, and gender oppression to celebrity culture and hip-hop.  305.896 Powe

Why Do White People Smell Like Wet Dogs When They Come Out of the Rain?: and Other Questions Worth a Smack on the Head from Mom by Phillip J. Milano and Larry Lane, 1999

An astonishing, provocative yet unbiased look at how our "small" differences must be discussed before the larger ones can be dissected.  305 Mila
Why Marriage Matters: America, Equality and Gay People’s Right to Marry by Evan Wolfson, 2004

Marriage matters because it is a foundation upon which most Americans build dreams. In this powerful, authoritative, and fairly articulated book, the author demonstrates why the right to marry is important for all couples and for America's promise of equality.  306.848 Wolf

Researched & compiled by

Laura Baldwin
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Diversity Matters

Nonfiction Videos & DVDs

Africans in America: America’s Journey Through Slavery

VID 973.0496 Afri & DVD 326 Afri
A four part series portraying the struggles of the African people in America. This series exposes the truth through surprising revelations, dramatic recreations, rare archival photography, and riveting first-person accounts.  (6 hours)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/
After Stonewall

VID 306.766 Afte

The sequel to Before Stonewall chronicles the history of lesbian and gay life from the riots at the Stonewall Inn in 1969 to the end of the century.  (88 minutes)

For more information visit: http://afterstonewall.com/press_as.html
All God’s Children

VID 261.835 All
A look at some of the issues and concerns of African American gays and lesbians with comments from prominent political and religious leaders in the African American community.  (26 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.woman-vision.org/children2.htm
Assault on Gay America: The Life and Death of Billy Jack

VID 306.766 Assa

In the telling of the life and death of Billy Jack Gaither, this documentary explores the roots of homophobia in America and asks how these attitudes, beliefs and fears contribute to the recent rise in violence against gays.  (60 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/assault/
Before Stonewall: The Making of a Gay and Lesbian Community

VID 306.766 Befo

A social, political and cultural history of homosexuality in America from the 1920s to 1969. Traces the beginning of the Gay Liberation Movement after a police raid on Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York City, and the three-day riot that followed.  (87 minutes)

For more information visit: http://afterstonewall.com/press_bs.html
Best Boy—Best Man

DVD 362.3 Best
Documentary about a 52-year old retarded man, cousin of the filmmaker, whose aging parents are convinced he should have some training so that he could attain some degree of independence. Best Man is the follow-up to Best Boy which revisits Philly 20 years later. (191 minutes)

For more information: http://www.sfjff.org/sfjff18/filmmakers/d0723c-a.html
Beyond Hate

VID 302.54 Beyo
Through the experiences of world figures, gang leaders and young people trying to cope with violence in their lives, this documentary chronicles the impact of hate on its victims and probes its many dimensions. Narrator Bill Moyers focuses on individuals and groups who are working to move beyond hatred to achieve tolerance and acceptance.  (90 minutes)

Big Mama

VID 306.8745 Big
Winner of an Academy Award in the Documentary Short category, this film depicts a devoted grandmother's struggle to raise her orphaned grandson under the watchful eye of a complex and difficult social welfare system, focusing on the continuous battle against age discrimination faced by Dees and many like her. (40 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/films/bigmama.htm
Blacks & Jews

VID 305.8 Black

Early in the 20th century African Americans and Jewish Americans joined forces against bigotry and for civil rights, but in the late 1960’s each group turned inward and the coalition fell apart. This film examines the history of this collaboration and recent racial conflicts between African Americans and Jews as well as attempts at understanding and reconciliation, with particular emphasis on events in New York City and Oakland, California.  (85 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/nav/title.asp?tc=CN0014
The Brandon Teena Story

VID 364.1523 Bran & DVD B Teen
Documents the story of Brandon Teena’s coming of age struggle with identify and how his gender ambiguity induced feelings of betrayal, confusion and hostility among residents of a town in Nebraska. Teena arrived in rural Falls City, Nebraska in 1993, where he found new friends. Three weeks later he was raped and beaten by friends who discovered he was actually a woman. A week later the same two men killed Teena along with two other people.  (88 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.zeitgeistfilms.com/current/brandonteena/brandon.html
Bullying, Teasing and Put-Downs: What Victims Can Do

VID 571.58 Bull
A fast-paced video that raises important questions for children about bullies and their victims. Throughout the program, children share their sometimes-painful experiences with bullying, as well as what worked and what didn’t work to stop them. (22 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.at-risk.com
Carl: A Program about the Consequences of Bullying

VID 371.58 Carl
This program is based on a true story of a teenager who experiences years of bullying and teasing by classmates, family and coworkers. In the end, Carol takes his own life. (35 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.at-risk.com/
A Class Divided

VID 303.385 Clas
In 1970 Jane Elliott, a public school teacher in Iowa, divided her all-white third-graders into blue and brown-eyed groups for a lesson in discrimination. On successive days, each group was treated as inferior and subjected to discrimination. This documentary reunited the teacher and class after 15 years to relate the enduring effects of their experiment.  (57 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/divided/
Color Adjustment

VID 791.45 Colo

Analyzes the evolution of television’s earlier, unflattering portrayal of Blacks from 1948 until 1988, where they are depicted as prosperous and having achieved the American dream, a portrayal that is inconsistent with reality.  (88 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/films/coloradj.htm
Coming Out Under Fire

VID 940.54 Comi & DVD 306.766 Comi

Gay men and lesbians who were in the United States military service during World War II discuss their experiences with the response of the military establishment towards their sexual orientation. Includes archival footage and photographs.  (71 minutes)

For more information visit: http://deepfocusproductions.com/page_html/DVD_COUF.html
Cruel Schools & Sexual Pressures

VID 371.78 Crue

Sexual harassment often begins in middle school and escalates through high school. Research indicates the best strategy to help kids is education. Discover how preteens and teens deal with the opposite sex as their bodies develop. (51 minutes)

For more information visit: http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/programs/cruelschools/ and

http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/programs/sexualpressures/
Devil’s Playground

VID 289.7 Devi & DVD 289.7 Devi

Looks at the Pennsylvania Dutch tradition of rumspringa, which is a period in a teenager’s life during which they are set free to explore the world outside the Amish life. This is so that they can make an informed decision before they make a commitment to join the church at adulthood. Follows four teenagers in their time of discovery.  (77 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/features/2002/may/amish/ 

The Essential Blue Eyed: 50 Minute Trainer’s Edition and 36 Minute Debriefing

VID 303.385 Esse
Jane Elliott conducts a diversity training workshop where an arbitrarily selected group of individuals is targeted to experience prejudice and bigotry. The workshop is based on the blue-eyed, brown-eyed exercise.  (87 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/nav/title.asp?tc=CN0027
Ethnic Notions: Black People in White Minds

VID 305.8 Ethn

Covering more than one hundred years of United States history, this film traces the evolution of Black American caricatures and their role in political and social conflicts concerning race.  (57 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/nav/title.asp?tc=CN0026
The Eye of the Storm

VID 303.385 Eye

Documents an innovative experiment in which Jane Elliott, a third-grade teacher, divided her all-white class into “blue-eyes” and “brown-eyes”, making each group superior or inferior on successive days. Demonstrates the nature and effects of bigotry by showing changes brought about in the children’s behavior and learning patterns.  (26 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.janeelliott.com/index.htm
Family Fundamentals

DVD 306.766 Fami

Arthur Dong conducts interviews with families where religiously conservative parents oppose homosexuality despite having homosexual children.  (75 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2003/familyfundamentals/
Four Little Girls

VID 364.152 Four

On September 15, 1963 a bomb tears through the basement of a black Baptist church and takes the lives of four young girls: Denise McNair, Addie Mae Collins, Carole Robertson and Cynthia Wesley. This racially motivated crime fuels a nation’s outrage and brings Birmingham, Alabama to the forefront of America’s concern. Features archival film footage, home photographs, and comments by surviving family members and interviews with local and national figures of the time.  (102 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.4littlegirls.com/
Gay Youth: An Educational Video for the Nineties

VID 306.766 Gay
Explores the emotional strain placed on gay youth by intense feelings of isolation. Isolation frequently leads them to drug and alcohol abuse, violence, homelessness and even suicide. Designed to break the silence surrounding adolescent homosexuality and shows that information, acceptance and support can make differences in the lives of these young people.  (40 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.filmakers.com/indivs/GayYouth.htm
I’m Normal, You’re Weird: Understanding Other Cultures

VID 370.117 Im

Examines the differences between the world’s cultures and how different interpretations of same or similar actions or reactions can affect abilities of people to interact successfully.  (23 minutes)

It’s Elementary: Talking About Gay Issues in School

VID 306.766 Its

An exploration of what happens when experienced teachers talk to their students about lesbians and gay men. Students are asked to consider issues related to homosexuality at six elementary and middle schools. Footage of classroom activities and discussions are presented with students exploring questions and issues presented to them by teachers and guest lecturers who come into their classes. School-wide presentations, activity-days, and how these events affect faculty, parents and teachers are also discussed.  (78 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.womedia.org/itselementary.htm
Legacy

VID 362.7 Lega
Terrell Collins, a 14-year-old African American boy living in Chicago’s Henry Horner Homes housing project and the son of a crack addict, was an honor student initially intended to be featured in a documentary on “ghetto success stories”. On the day filming was to begin, Terrell was fatally shot. His cousin, Nickcole Collins, narrates the documentary that becomes his legacy, chronicling the transformations and triumphs in the life of a family in the wake of a tragedy.  (90 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/legacy/index.html
Licensed to Kill

DVD 306.766 Lice
A riveting journey into the minds of men whose contempt for homosexuals led them to murder. Videotaped confessions, home and police videos of gay bashings and murder scenes, news reports and graphic evidence from police files are fused together with interview by the filmmaker with seven convicted killers.  (77 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.deepfocusproductions.com/page_html/film_LTK0.html
The Murder of Emmett Till

VID 364.1523 Murd
The shameful, sadistic murder of 14-year-old Emmett Till, a black boy who whistled at a white woman in a Mississippi grocery store in 1955, was a powerful catalyst for the civil rights movement. Although Till’s killers were apprehended, they were quickly acquitted by an all-white, all-male jury and processed to sell their story to a journalist, providing grisly details of the murder. Three months after Till’s body was recovered, the Montgomery Bus Boycott began.  (60 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/ 

Murder on a Sunday Morning

VID 364.1523 Murd
When a 15-year-old African American male is arrested for the murder of Mary Ann Stephens, everyone involved in the case—from investigators to journalists—is ready to condemn him, except for his lawyer, Patrick McGuiness. A true tale of murder and injustice.  (111 minutes)

No Dumb Questions

VID 306.768 No

The program follows three sisters as they struggle to understand why and how Uncle Bill is becoming Aunt Barbara.  (24 minutes)

For more information visit: http://nodumbquestions.com
No Name-Calling: Creating Safe Environments

VID 613.0433 No

This program provides middle school age children and teens skills to deal with name-calling and bullying.  The first No-Name Calling Week, inspired by the Young Adult novel The Misfits by James Howe, was held March 1-5, 2004. (28 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.nonamecallingweek.org/cgi-bin/iowa/noname
No Vietnamese Ever Called Me Nigger

VID 959.7043 No

Documentary footage of Harlem’s 1967 protest march against America’s involvement in the Vietnamese Conflict. Includes interviews with three Black Vietnam veterans who discuss the relationship between racism and war.  (68 minutes)

Nuyorican Dream

VID 305.868 Nuyo
Follows five years in the life of a New York Puerto Rican family struggling against poverty, drug addiction and incarceration, capturing the emotional immediacy of a family in a free-fall without a social safety net. It also celebrates elements of community life—solidarity, sharing of resources, cultural citizenship—which make day-to-day survival possible giving testimony to the central role played by Puerto Rican women in maintaining family and cultural ties.  (82 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/films/nuyoricandream.htm
Of Hopscotch and Little Girls: Stolen Childhood

VID 305.42 Of

The game hopscotch embodies the spirit of childhood and little girls all over the world play it. But all too often, particularly in non-industrialized nations, girls’ childhoods are stolen and their dreams for the future shattered. Often denied access to education, girls are far more likely to assume household responsibilities, be conscripted into the workforce, be pushed into early marriages, endure sexual abuse, and in some cases, mutilation. This provocative film features girls from around the globe who share their stories of abuse and neglect, and also their hopes and dreams—in a world that too often considers them second-class citizens.  (53 minutes)

One Drop Rule

VID 305.8 One
What makes someone Black? Skin color is the focus of this documentary, interviewing lighter and darker skinned African Americans and interracial children of black and white parents. Participants discuss the stresses of interracial dating and children explain the burden of not being readily accepted by either racial group.  (50 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/nav/title.asp?tc=CN0127
OUT in the Cold

VID 306.76 Out
A journey into the lives of young people who are forced from their homes and into the hopelessness of the streets, where the innocence of youth is lost in the world of drugs, prostitution and survival. Rejected by parents, friends, teachers and school administrators, we share their disappointments, fears, desires and dreams.  (27 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.ciredocumentary.org/out.html
Out! Making Schools Safe for Gay Teens

VID 306.766 Out
Shows how to combat homophobia through the sensitization of every member of a school community. The video is designed for students and presents candid interviews with gay teenagers who discuss the reactions of their friends and family and ways in which they have coped with harassment.  (26 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.glsen.org/cgi-bin/iowa/home.html
Out of Obscurity: The Story of the 1939 Alexandria Library Sit-in

VID 323.1196 Out

In 1939 five young men staged what is believed to be the nation’s first sit-in at a public library just outside Washington, DC, to protest the “separate, but equal” treatment of African Americans. Includes a dramatization of the 1939 sit-in and a look at the role of local civil rights activist Samuel Wilbert Taylor.  (40 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/films/outofobscurity.htm
Out of the Past: The Struggle for Gay and Lesbian Rights

VID 306.766 Out

Reviews the struggle for lesbian and gay rights in the United States. Features the struggle of The Gay Straight Alliance at East High School in Salt Lake City.  (65 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.glsen.org/cgi-bin/iowa/home.html
Paragraph 175

VID 940.5318 Para & DVD 940.5318 Para
Historian Klaus Muller interviews survivors of the Nazi persecution of homosexuals, many of whom were interred in concentration camps during World War II because of the German Penal Code of 1871, Paragraph 175, which states: An unnatural sex act committed between persons of the male sex or by humans with animals is punishable by imprisonment; the loss of civil rights may also be imposed.  (81 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.tellingpictures.com/films/5.html
Postville: When Cultures Collide

VID 305.8 Post
Originally broadcast on Iowa Public Television, this production tells the story of how a small Iowa town is dealing with multiculturalism. Postville, Iowa is where more than 300 Hasidic Jews, plus hundreds of Mexicans, Guatemalans, Ukrainians and Russians have taken up residence in the last decade. This program explores the struggles and rewards of the social and economic changes.

For more information visit: http://www.iptv.org/postville/
A Question of Color: Color Consciousness in Black America

VID 305.896 Ques
Examines the issue of color consciousness within the Black community. This film explores a caste system based on how closely skin color, hair texture and facial features conform to a European ideal. A variety of African Americans give their experiences and attitudes towards the question of color.  (58 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/nav/title.asp?tc=CN0073
Race Against Prime Time

VID 302.2345 Race

An after-the-fact close examination of how local and national news covered the rioting in Liberty City, an area of Miami, Florida in 1980. Shows some of the forces that decide what will be shown, who’s point of view is presented and who comes to be a spokesperson for any particular group.  (58 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/nav/title.asp?tc=CN0074
Race—The Power of an Illusion, Episodes 1-3

VID 305.8 Race
The Difference Between Us, The Story We Tell and The House We Live In is a three-part series exploring the history of race perceptions and behaviors towards races in the Untied States, within the context of recent scientific discoveries which have toppled the concept of biological race. (169 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/race/000_General/000_00-Home.htm
Reel Grrls

VID 305.4 Reel
This YALSA-selected film looks at women as portrayed in advertising, which tends to objectify women. Links the media perception of women to problems with self-image and male attitudes toward women as sex objects.  (17 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.911media.org/youth/reelgrrls.html
The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Volumes 1-4

VID 323.196 Rise

This documentary offers the first comprehensive look at race relations in America between the Civil War and the Civil Rights Movement. The definitive four-part series documents the context in which the laws of segregation, known as the “Jim Crow” system originated and developed.  (56 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/ and http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/home.htm
Scottsboro: An American Tragedy

VID 345.025 Scot
In 1931, two white women stepped from a boxcar in Paint Rock, Alabama to make a shocking accusation: nine black teenagers on a train had raped them. So began one of the most significant legal fights of the twentieth century. The trials of the nine young men would draw North and South into their sharpest conflict since the Civil War, yield two momentous Supreme Court decisions and give birth to the Civil Rights Movement.  (90 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/scottsboro/
The Scottsboro Boys, 1931

VID 345.025 Scot
Examines the trials of nine young black men accused of rape and the atmosphere of racism they faced in the south. (52 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/scottsboro/scottsb.htm
Scout’s Honor

VID 369.43 Scou

A documentary examining the Boy Scouts of America’s policy against gays in the organization. Focuses on Steve Cozza, boy scout and activist against the policy, and relates the stories of others removed from the Boy Scout organization for being gay or for working to have the policy eliminated.  (60 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.scouts-honor.com/
Sexual Stereotypes: The Dissection of Media in American Culture

VID 303.385 Sexu
Media specialists define sexual stereotypes and discuss how it does or does not reflect societal reality and how it influences society. (19 minutes)

The Sidewalk Motel

VID 362.5 Side
An original docudrama about the homeless problem in the United States.  (30 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.nationalhomeless.org/
The Smith Family

VID 616.9792 Smit

In this poignant and intimate documentary of the Smiths, a Mormon family living in Salt Lake City, the family is initially shattered, then ultimately strengthened by their love for each others following Steve’s admission of multiple sexual encounters with other men, and his subsequent death from AIDS.  (55 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2002/thesmithfamily/index.html
Stop Bullying: Standing Up for Yourself and Others

VID 371.58 Stop
Educates adults about what bullying is and what they can do to help the young people in their lives when bullying is a problem. Study guide included. (20 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.safeyouth.org/scripts/index.asp
Strange Fruit

VID 781.592 Stra
A history of the anti-lynching protest song made famous by Billie Holiday. Includes footage of Billy Holiday performing the song.  (57 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.newsreel.org/films/strangefruit.htm
The Teen Files: The Truth About Hate

VID 303.385
Explores the origin of hate through the eyes of today’s teenagers as they come face to face with their own racism, ethnic bigotry, religious hatred, and sexual discrimination.  (36 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.teenissue.com/hate.html
That’s a Family

VID 306.85 That

Designed for children in elementary school, this film shows the many different shapes that families take today. Children describe their own families and explain concepts like “birth mom”, “mixed race”, “gay and lesbian”, and “stepdad”.  (35 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.womedia.org/thatsafamily.htm
The Times of Harvey Milk

VID B Milk
A portrait of the life and career of Harvey Milk, a charismatic grass-roots activist and the first openly gay person elected to political office. Through television news footage and interview, flows him from his early days as a Castro Street businessman to his murder along with San Francisco Mayor George Moscone, in 1978. Relates these events to the ongoing movement for gay rights in the United States. (88 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.tellingpictures.com/films/2.html
A Transsexual Journey

VID 306.765 Tran

A look at the world of transsexuals.  (44 minutes)

Trembling Before G-d


DVD 305.8924 Trem

A documentary built around personal stories of gay and lesbian Hasidic and Orthodox Jews. Portrays people who face a profound dilemma—how to reconcile their passion for Judaism with the biblical prohibitions against homosexuality. Includes interviews with closeted and out gay Orthodox and Hasidic Jews, including the first openly gay Orthodox rabbi, Steven Greenberg.  (84 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.tremblingbeforeg-d.com/
True Colors

VID 323.1 Tru
Since the revolutions of the sixties, we’ve claimed great strides in the fight for equality—laws have been enacted, legal precedence has been established. ABC’s Diane Sawyer follows two men, equal in all measurable aspects except for skin color, as they become involved in a variety of situations to test levels of prejudice based on skin color.  (19 minutes) For more information visit:http://www.viewingrace.org/browse_sub.php?subject_id=39&film_id=385
Two Towns of Jasper

VID 364.1523 Two
In 1998 in Japser, Texas, African American James Byrd, Jr., was chained to a pickup truck and dragged to death by three white men. The town was forever altered and the nation woke up to the horror of a modern-day lynching. This film documents the aftermath of the murder by following the trials of the local men charged with the crime. The result is an explicit and troubling portrait of race in America.  (83 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2002/twotownsofjasper/
Unchained Memories: Readings from the Slave Narratives

VID 305.567 Unch & DVD 305.567 Unch
When the Civil War ended in 1865, more than 4 million slaves were set free. By the late 1930’s, 100,000 former slaves were still alive. In the midst of the Great Depression, journalists and writers traveled the country to record the memories of the last generation of African Americans born into bondage. Over 2,000 interviews were transcribed as spoken, in the vernacular of the time, to form a unique historical record.  (75 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.hbo.com/docs/programs/unchained_memories/index.html
Walk a Mile in My Shoes: The 90-year Journey of the NAACP

VID 323.1196 Walk
This program documents the history and social impact of The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.  (48 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.naacphouston.org/walkamile.html
We Shall Not Be Moved: The Role of African American Churches in the Civil Rights Movement

VID 323.1196 We

The Civil Rights Movement is examined from the perspective of African American churches.  (60 minutes)

What Do You Believe?: American Teenagers, Spirituality and Freedom of Religion

VID 248.83 What
A new documentary about American teens, spirituality and freedom of religion.  (50 minutes)

For more information visit: http://www.whatdoyoubelieve.org/
Whitewash

VID J305.8 Whit
Based on actual events that happened in the Bronx in 1992, this animated film is the story of Helen Angel, a young African American girl who is traumatized when her face is spray-painted by a racist gang.  (25 minutes)
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Multicultural Programs 

The following lists are works in progress. They will be updated as needed by the Diversity Programming Subcommittee members. Please contact the Subcommittee via their Outlook e-mail, telephone, or memo with any suggestions and additions for each list. All staff members are encouraged to contribute ideas. 

African 

Artists 

African Globe Studio
African, Caribbean and modern dance, African Mask making, Kente weaving. 
Newark, NJ 

Performers

Duinsity Storytelling and Lecturing Group featuring Karen Abdul-Malik and drummer O.T. Young
An interactive storyteller that charms the audience with traditional African tales.
Good for all ages.
Willingboro, NJ
Stitch In Time presented by Seven Quilts by Seven Sisters
Excellent program combining heartwarming tales with lovely singing and brilliant quilts which tell the joys of sisterhood and the trials of slave life.
Mullica Hill, NJ
African Globe Studio
African, Caribbean and modern dance, African Mask making, Kente weaving. 
Newark, NJ
The Seventh Principle
Bantaba: The Circle of Celebration. Kwanzaa is a holiday of African heritage and values celebrated over seven days in late December with each day representing a different principle for living. ”Share the Kwanzaa Spirit” introduces audiences to this holiday its symbols and to African and African-American dance in a Kwanzaa celebration. Also, “A fresh take on African culture in a modern world” says The Star-Ledger of this contemporary dance company. The troupe brings together traditional African and modern African- American dances while teaching about the history of African-based culture in America. Students perform a call-and-response and movements based on African dance customs. (Wooden floor essential)
NJ 
Umuoma Nigerian Dancing Group
Eight dancers who perform in the Atilogwo style (a mixture of South African and Nigerian (Igbo) dance.) Will entertain at weddings, birthdays and other occasions. Dances are lead and taught by Chioma who is from Nigeria.
NJ
Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble
Dancers, drummers, martial artists, and acrobats of all ages performed song, dance and drum from many cultures of Africa.
NJ 
The Women's Sekere Ensemble 
A n elegant and energetic group of percussionists and singers dedicated to the preservation of African music. The Ensemble captures the essence of both secular and sacred music from Africa and the African diaspora, including the music of Brazil, Cuba, Haiti, and Puerto Rico, using the inticately beaded gourds called sekeres.
Bala Cynwyd, PA

Samite
Samite is a Ugandan exile who sings hymn-like melodies in his native Ugandan tongue. He has recorded a CD called "Stars To Share." 
Ithaca, NY

African-American

Artists

Kelvin McClendon
Murals, portraits, stained glass, painted ceramics, airbrushing canvas, screenprinting
Has displayed his artwork at Barnegat, Little Egg Harbor, Lakewood branches
48 Madison Avenue
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
(609) 267-7209
Wendel White
He is currently an associate professor of Art at Richard Stockton College of NJ. Previously he taught photography at the Cooper Union School of Art, School of Visual Arts and International Center for Photography. His work is represented in museum and corporate collections, exhibitions, publications and has been supported through various fellowships.He has displayed computer artwork/photography at the Barnegat Branch.
1012 Mohican Drive
Absecon, NJ 08201
(609) 652-4420

Performers

Contiguous Music - Leticia Walker
Sings light R&B and Jazz, brings sound man and pianist.
Lakewood, NJ 
Julie Pasqual - Storyteller
Types of stories include Folktales from Around the World - from Africa, to Europe, to North America, tales from different cultures make up this program. She also does African and African-American Folktales. Anansi the Spider, and the Clever Turtle are just two of the characters that appear in this performance that highlights both African and Afro-American folklore.
Jersey City, NJ 
Joanna Featherstone
Hold Fast to Dreams, A celebration of African-American poetry
Joanna Featherstone, storyteller, teacher, poet, brings the works of 4 African-American poets to life. Her inspiring performance features frequent audience participation in which young people join in the music and the verse of Phillis Wheatley, Paul Laurance Dunbar, James Weldon Johnson, and Langston Hughes.
New York, NY
Maxine Maxwell - Voices of Hope
A journey through the lives of African-American women who believed that they could make their dreams a reality. Echoes of the Past recreates vital turning points on the lives of remarkable and courageous African and African-American heroines.
New York, NY
The Lula Washington Dance Theatre 
Hip Hop Shows
Los Angeles, CA

Speakers

Nkeiru Okoye
Award winning composer and public speaker and Doctoral student at Rutgers University. Presents lectures on her own music and the compositions of
other African American composers and gives inspirational talks to young people
Newark, NJ
Elizabeth Carter Lacy
Bettwansuela Museum Collection
Mrs. Lacy’s program can be tailored for anyone from grades K to college level. The program is about one hour long and it takes about an hour to both set up and break down. Showcasing black dolls, reflecting black history. Uses slides of black dolls to tell the story of African American people from 1619 to the present. Includes the evolution of black dolls from degrading caricatures to black dolls that symbolize the positive images of African American people in the 1990's. Also included will be Bill Lacy’s trumpet solo snippets of jazz, blues and spirituals.
Ewing, NJ

Organizations

Seeing Eye
A guide dog school based in New Jersey
http://www.seeingeye.org/
Foundation Fighting Blindness: New Jersey Affiliate 
14 Nassau Street
Princeton, NJ 08542
(609) 924-8034
(800) 683-5551
http://www.blindness.org 
National Industries for the Blind 
Our mission at National Industries for the Blind is to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of people who are blind primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment.
http://www.nib.org
New Jersey Foundation for the Blind
Year Round Training Program
230 Diamond Spring Rd.
PO Box 929
Denville, NJ 07834
(973) 627-0055 
Lift
Lift, Inc. is a nonprofit corporation that qualifies, trains, hires, and places information technology professionals who have physical disabilities through contracts with major corporations who eventually hire them directly. 
PO Box 4264
Warren, NJ 07059
(908) 707-9840
(800) 552-5438


State of NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired
Provides comprehensive rehabilitation services for the blind and visually impaired, educational services, vocational rehabilitation, independent living, prevention and eye health services.
1510 Hooper Avenue, Suite 240
Toms River, NJ 08753
(732) 255-0720
(973) 648-3333
National Family Association for Deaf-Blind
Blanche Stetler
jtmommy@aol.com
Performers

National Theatre Workshop Of the Handicapped
New York, NY

Burmese

Performers

Dance Win Maung Traditional Burmese Dance 
Comprises folk and classical elements corresponding to the varied forms of Burmese music.
New York, NY

Chinese

Performers

Kum Sung Martial Arts
Toms River, NJ
Manchester Karate & Fitness
Toms River, NJ
Advanced Karate Academy
Toms River, NJ
Jade River Dancers
Community based organization dedicated to preserving and celebrating Chinese cultural heritage through dance. Their mission is to preserve the heritage and to serve as a gateway between the East and the West in this multicultural society.
Mt. Laurel, NJ
Chinese Folk Dance Company - New York Chinese Cultural Center
Five dancers perform expert acrobatics one moment pure delicacy and precision the next. “China Patterns” includes folk theatrical and court dances and the beautiful and popular ribbon dance. Through performance and participation students learn about the Chinese people’s dance heritage and culture. 
New York, NY

Speakers

Cathy Bao Bean
The Chopsticks-Fork Principle, A Memoir and Manual
"In this humorous and poignant memoir, the author, an immigrant from China, recounts how she figured out how to be herself, as well as raise a son whose artist father did things like paint the lawn. As Cathy Bao Bean attempts to satisfy disparate cultural norms, she provides us with a unique window into the experience of a bicultural family. The Chopsticks-Fork Principle also explains how anyone who steps outside the home can benefit by greater awareness of the diversity within and around us." Cathy welcomes the opportunity to speak at libraries, bookstores, schools, and other organizations. http://www.cathybaobean.com
Blairstown, NJ

Deaf

Organizations

National Family Association for Deaf-Blind
Blanche Stetler
jtmommy@aol.com
Performers

David Parker - Sign Language Entertainer
“Parker teaches the audience to sign and sing along with him as he combines music, movement, and humor into a charismatic act. Through his visual interpretation of song and humor, he allows those who are hearing to get a taste of what it would be like to be hearing-impaired. The New York Times calls Parker “the charismatic ‘Pied Piper of Sign'”.
Doylestown, PA 
National Theatre for the Deaf
West Hartford, CT

Estonian

Organizations

Lakewood Estonian Association
PO Box 616
Lakewood, NJ 08701
(732) 905-9737
Lakewood Estonian House
4 Cross St & Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527
(908) 363-9524

Performers

Seabrook Estonian Dancers
The folk dance group was founded in 1949 and for more than 50 years was trained and directed by Milli Poidma. The Estonian folk dancers performed at all Estonian Festivals. Some of these were Estonian Independence Day Celebrations, Spring Festivals, around the bonfire Jaanipaeval (Mid-summer's Eve). They were also invited to perform at many other locations to present the Estonian traditional dances for non-Estonian audiences: Cumberland County College, Bridgeton Folk Festival, Philadelphia International Folk Festival. The group has a rich repertoire including polka and fishermen dances.
Seabrook, NJ

Other

Lakewood Trinity Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church
607 East 7th Street
Lakewood, NJ 08701
(732) 370-8317

Filipino

Performers

Potri Ranka Manis
Tribal dances of the Philippines
New York, NY

Speakers

Sabrina Margarita Alccantara-Tan
N.Y.C. Asian American Heritage Month Sabrina Margartia Alcantara-Tan is a queer Filipina mestiza. She is editress of the zine Bamboo Girl (www.bamboogirl.com) which is by/ for/ but not exclusive to young loud women of color; it deals with issues of racism, sexism, and homophobia, much from the mixed-blood Filipina point of view. She is dedicated to what Filipinas, Asians, and Asian mutt women face on a daily basis, and works constantly to give those who stereotype her and other Asian women a very had time.
New York, NY

Gay/ Lesbian/ Bi-sexual/ Transgendered

Organizations

Pride Center of NJ
The mission of The Pride Center of New Jersey is to provide comprehensive programming which fosters the health and well-being of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersexed and questioning (LGBTIQ) community, and to increase public acceptance and champion social change for the LGBTIQ community through education and outreach.
1048 Livingston Avenue
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
(732) 846-2232

Performers

Philadelphia Gay Man's Chorus
Philadelphia, PA

Gay and Lesbian Theater Festival
GLTF
P.O. Box 1164
Philadelphia, PA 19105
GLTFpa@aol.com
(215) 627-6483

Greek

Organizations

Daughters of Penelope Aphrodite Chapter
St. Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
2200 Church Road 
Toms River, NJ 08753
(732) 255-5525

Performers

Hellenic Dancers of New Jersey
The Hellenic Dancers of New Jersey, founded in 1972 by the Reverend James and Eleni Chakalos, is a group of young adults from all over New Jersey, who are first, second, or third generation Greek-Americans, and are dedicated to perpetuating their heritage through enthusiastic performances of the regional folk dances of Greece. Their traditional music and folk dance selections represent a cross-section of the diverse regional customs of Greece, past and present, performed in authentic ethnic dress. The Hellenic Dancers' desire to share their cultural identity and the pride that they feel for their Greek heritage is evident in the precision and enthusiasm that they bring to each performance.
Monmouth Beach, NJ

Restaurants

The Greek Peak
714 Boulevard 
Seaside Heights, NJ 08751
(732) 854-1226

Other

St. Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
2200 Church Road 
Toms River, NJ 08753
(732) 255-5525

Indian

Organizations

Asian Indian Association Of Central Jersey
Helps integrate people of Asian Indian descent into American mainstream.
1475 Iroquois Ct. 
Toms River, NJ 08755
(732) 818-9463 
Indian Cultural Association
Pravin Patel PO Box 5174
Toms River, NJ 08754-5174
(732) 244-1181

Performers

Soorya Dance Company
Perform South Indian classical dance (Bharathanatyam) North Indian classical dance (Kathak) and Indian folk dances with musical accompaniment. Rave reviews from Brick branch
Woodbridge, NJ 
Arts Express
Indian dance with taped music and costumes
NY 
Classical Indian Dance Lessons in Orissi and Manipuri Styles
Offered by Mitra Purkayastha Artistic Director of Rhythms of Dance and Music Disciple of Guru Muralidhar Majhi (Orissi), Khelendra Singh Mukherjee (Manipuri) and Manjusri Chaki-Sircar. Recipient of Government Grant for Excellence 1997
NJ
Indian Academy of Performing Arts
Monmouth Junction, NJ

Restaurants

Aamantran Indian Cuisine
1594 Route 9
Toms River, NJ 08755
(732) 341-5424 
Apana II Indian Cuisine
Hooper Ave.
Toms River, NJ 07726
(732) 972-4364

Islamic

Organizations

Islamic Center of Ocean County
PO Box 473 
Toms River, NJ 08754 
(732) 350-7900

Speakers

Christopher Taylor, Ph.D.
Professor of Religion and Director, Middle East Studies Program, Drew University
Understanding Islam
http://www.njch.org/speakers_categories.php
Japanese

Crafts

CO-OP - Circle of Origami Paperfolders 
Origami workshops/displays
Manalapan, NJ

Traditional Japanese Origami: Things That Move and Wiggle Workshop 
Down Jersey Folklife Center
Millville, NJ

Hana Japanese Restaurant
927 Route 166
Toms River, NJ 08753
(732) 286-4465 
Nobi Japanese Cuisine
1338 Hooper Ave
Toms River, NJ 08753
(732) 244-7888 
Isohama Japanese Restaurant
516 Arnold Ave
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742
(732) 892-1600
(732) 899-9927 
Toshiros Japanese Restaurant
2128 Route 88
Brick, NJ 08724
(732) 295-9271

Speakers

Toshiros Japanese Restaurant
Hour program with origami, chop sticks, brings sushi roll, dresses in a kimono talks about Japanese food, language, culture. Will do evening program at Brick, Pt. Pleasant Boro, Pt. Pleasant Beach, and Toms River.
Brick, NJ
Kati Kroda
Japanese Ghost Tales
The Japanese ghost tales will be told in English incorporating techniques (such as stylized patterns of walking, gestures, vocal changes and exaggerated movements) from the traditional Japanese Theater styles of Kabuki, Noh, Kogen and Jodori.
New York, NY

Jewish

Organizations

Hadassah Toms River
Charitable organization for women, supporting hospitals, childrens' camps, battered women in the U.S. and in the state of Israel. 
1570 Alpen Lane
Toms River, NJ 08755
(732) 505-8556 
Jewish Social Club
Lenore Abbey
(732) 341-4058
Ocean County Jewish Federation 
Israel scholarships, camp scholarships based on need and one time only
301 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, NJ 08701
(732) 363-0530

Michael Aaron Rockland, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair, Department of American Studies at Rutgers University
American Jewish Literature
http://www.njch.org/speakers_categories.php
Leslie Fishbein, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, American Studies and Jewish Studies at Rutgers University
The Tender Trap: Love, Sex, and the Quest for Jewish Identity in Literature and Film
http://www.njch.org/speakers_categories.php
Other

The Department of Jewish Studies at Rutgers
http://jewishstudies.rutgers.edu
Mentally Disabled

Organizations

Ocean County Office for the Disabled
Provides information and referral services to assist residents in identifying appropriate programs to meet their needs. The Office for the Disabled also provides a disability sensitivity program to area schools and organizations.
Toms River, NJ
(732) 506-5062 
Mental Health Board
Acts as a planning body and advocate for local mental health services. The Board also provides information and referral services. 
Toms River, NJ
(732) 506-5319
NJ Council on Developmental Disabilities
http://www.njddc.org
ASPEN – Asperger Syndrome Education Network
Sample program: Financial Planning and Legal Rights when you are a parent of a child with disabilities.
Ocean County Chapter - Chapter Coordinator: Eileen Davis Kovar
1041 Kaitlyn Ct., Toms River
(732) 473-9630 
http://www.aspennj.org/ocean.html
Performers

Hands-On Education
Disability awareness puppet show
Ship Bottom, NJ

Other

National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities
http://www.nichcy.org/index.html
Family Support NJ
Clearinghouse on disabilities. Sponsored Bowl-a-thon at Brunswick Lakewood Lanes and other activities.
http://www.familysupportnj.com/aboutus.shtml 
Manasquan, NJ
Disabilities and the Law
http://www.njpanda.org/
http://www.lsnj.org/omls/index.htm
Mentally Ill

Organizations

Mental Health Board
Acts as a planning body and advocate for local mental health services. The Board also provides information and referral services. 
1027 Hooper Avenue
Toms River, NJ
(732) 506-5319

NAMI National Alliance for the Mentally Ill- Ocean County, Inc.
NAMI is a nonprofit, grassroots, self-help, support and advocacy organization of consumers, families, and friends of people with severe mental illnesses, such as schizophrenia, schizoaffective disorder, bipolar disorder, major depressive disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, panic and other severe anxiety disorders, autism and pervasive developmental disorders, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder, and other severe and persistent mental illnesses that affect the brain. 
Toms River, NJ 
(732) 886-7461

Mexican

Performers

Ballet Folklórico de Princeton
Princeton, NJ
Xochipilli Mexican Ballet
Unidad Cultural
New Brunswick, NJ
Rancho Folklórico Barcuense
Newark, NJ
Mariachi Nuevo Mexico
Jersey City, NJ
Augustine Bustamante
Mariachi band performed at Monmouth County Library, great performance, large crowd.
New York, NY

Restaurants

El Jinete 
600 Mule Road, Suite 3
Toms River, NJ 08757 
(732) 240-9047
Que Pasa Mexican Restaurant
115 Broadway
Point Pleasant, NJ 08742
(732) 892-9099 

Saavedra's Mexican Restaurant
787 Atlantic City Blvd
Bayville, NJ 08721
(732) 237-0749 
Taco's Mexico
220 2nd St
Lakewood, NJ 08701
(732) 367-6020 
El Tenampa Mexican Restaurant
2770 Hooper Ave
Brick, NJ 08723
(732) 920-0290

Native American/ American Indian

Crafts

Spiritree
Founded in 1987 by Marco Giammetti and Carol Hendrickson. Their fields of expertise include sculpture in paper mache, mask making, construction of processional puppets, creation scenery, props and murals, mime, expressive gesture and movement, circle dances from diverse cultures. Spiritree allows these art forms to intertwine and evolve through experimentation. Throughout the Spiritree guides schools, community groups, artists and educators in communal art-making with a performance and/or exhibit focus. Cost of materials depending on project.
Morristown, NJ
Tom Porter and the Mohawk Dancers
Tom Porter (Sakokwenionkwas-"The One Who Wins") is the Spokesman and Chief Spiritual Leader of the Mohawk Community of Kanatsiohareke (Ga na jó ha láy:gay) in Fonda, New York. A member of the Bear Clan, he was raised as part of the Akwesasne Mohawk Nation in upstate New York. The events include traditional social singing and dancing, beadwork and basketweaving, and "Journey Through the Iroquois Longhouse"-stories from the Iroquois' rich oral heritage.
New York, NY

Organizations

Powhatan - Lenape Nation Rankokus Indian Reservation 
PO Box 225 
Rancocas, NJ 08073 
(609) 261-4747

Performers

Kelley Moonwater Frederick
Native American Educational Programs
Storytelling/Tipi demonstraion/language/dancing 
Parsipanny, NJ

Rankokus Eagles Dancers
Dance performance with 8 to 10 students ages 7 to 17
Rancocus, NJ
Tom Porter and the Mohawk Dancers
Tom Porter (Sakokwenionkwas-"The One Who Wins") is the Spokesman and Chief Spiritual Leader of the Mohawk Community of Kanatsiohareke (Ga na jó ha láy:gay) in Fonda, New York. A member of the Bear Clan, he was raised as part of the Akwesasne Mohawk Nation in upstate New York. The events include traditional social singing and dancing, beadwork and basketweaving, and "Journey Through the Iroquois Longhouse"-stories from the Iroquois' rich oral heritage.
New York, NY

Leaf Arrow Storytellers
Leaf Arrow Native American Story telling
Donna Couteau Cross and Joe Cross present an interactive show featuring coyote tales, creation stories and historic folklore filled.
New York, NY
Native American celebration
Storytelling and round dance
New York, NY
Red Hawk Indian Arts Council
Dance/music/educational Native American programs
Brooklyn, NY

Speakers

Beverly A. Friend
Protégé of James Lone Bear Revey, American Indian Council of New Jersey
Lenape Culture: An Introduction to American Indian Life in New Jersey
The Lenape occupied New Jersey, southeastern New York.
NJ

Other

Native American traveling exhibits from the New Jersey State Museum
They lend 2 different exhibits for a period of 4 weeks--1 month advance notice is required. These exhibits are lent for FREE.
Contact: Tim Martin 609-292-6347 at the museum for further information.
1) Native American slides--stones--pottery--posters
3.5 x 3.5 sq. ft. crate--100 lbs.-- glass contents
2) Native American musical instruments--replicas and photos
36" x 18" x 30" crate--94lbs

Polynesian

Performers

Mele Kini Polynesian Dancers
Learn dances, culture, costume making from islands of Hawaii, Tahiti, Samoa and New Zealand. Lessons and entertainment for all ages, special shows for nursing homes, senior citizen groups and civic organizations. 
Bridgewater, NJ
The Royal Polynesians 
NJ

Portuguese

Performers

Danças e Cantares de Portugal
Adulto & Infantil 
Elizabeth, New Jersey

Physically Disabled

Artists

A.R.T. 
Located in Princeton, it is an art studio & gallery all the work is created by artists with disabilities. A.R.T. stands for Artistic Realization Technologies. The Director is Tim Lefens who is an artist & author, Flying Colors we own 4 copies (2 B, 2 TR) 
(908) 359-3098
www.artrealization.org
Organizations

Ocean County Office for the Diabled
Provides information and referral services to assist residents in identifying appropriate programs to meet their needs. The Office for the Disabled also provides a disability sensitivity program to area schools and organizations 
(732) 506-5062
Winners On Wheels (Wow)
Coed scouting type group for children in wheelchairs ages 7-18
Wendy Brooks
917 Riverside Dr.
Pine Beach, NJ 08741
(732) 349-3449

Sail-Habilitation
Sailing program
Major Events Conducted: Community Sail & Barbecue, three times during the sailing season. Involves local yacht clubs and persons with special needs. Equipment available for use: 24' Seaward Sailboat
Programs Offered: Comprehensive sailing program for people with physical challenges and special needs. Includes recreational, as well as training sails on our boat.
P.O. Box 228
Island Heights, NJ 08732-7973
Contact Person: Stephanie Argyris, MD
Phone/Fax: (732) 505-0202
Email: sailhabilitation@aol.com
NJ Council on Developmental Disabilities
http://www.njddc.org
Performers

Hands-On Education
Disability awareness puppet show 
Ship Bottom, NJ

Other

National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities
http://www.nichcy.org/index.html
Family Support NJ
Clearinghouse on disabilities. Manasquan office.
Sponsored Bowl-a-thon at Brunswick Lakewood Lanes and other activities.
http://www.familysupportnj.com/aboutus.shtml 

Disabilities and the Law
http://www.njpanda.org/
http://www.lsnj.org/omls/index.htm
Georgian Court - School of Education
Offers courses on the disabled such as "Resources and Services for the Disabled", "Teaching Strategies for the Developmentally Disabled" , "Remedial Reading for Students with Special Needs", "The Adolescent with Learning Disabilities", "Vocational and Career Development for the Disabled", and "American Sign Language".
http://www.georgian.edu/education/index.html
Russian

Organizations

American-Russian Welfare Society
Ethnic dances and concerts. Library featuring Russian books and literature.
234 Alexander Avenue
Howell, NJ 07731
(732) 363-4062

Performers

Barynya 
Russian folk dance and music ensemble
New York, NY
Anatoly Trofimov and Tamara Volskaya
Russian dance duo. Rave review from Clarence Dillon Public Library 
Brooklyn, NY


Restaurants

Russian Dream
455 US Highway 9 North S
Marlboro, NJ 07746
(732) 617-0070

Other

St Vladimir Memorial Church
134 Perrineville Rd
Jackson, NJ 08527
(732) 928-1248 

St Mary's Russian Orthodox Church
633 Oakwood Ave
Jackson, NJ 08527
(732) 928-4107

Spanish

Performers

Alborada Spanish Dance Theater
New Jersey's Premier Flamenco & Spanish Dance Company
Old Bridge, NJ
Cuentos: Tales from the Latino World
This show paints a vivid picture of the people and rich cultures of the Spanish-speaking world with colorful tales from the Caribbean, South America, Spain and the Bronx. Storyteller is David Gonzalez.
NY

Women

Performers

Sweet Adelines International
A barbershop harmony organization for women. It is an independent, non-profit corporation governed by a board of directors elected annually by the membership. Its purpose, in general, is to educate its members in the art of singing four-part harmony, barbershop style. "Harmonize the World" is the motto of Sweet Adelines International.
NJ
Local Commotion
Walking history programs. Women portray people from the past. "Constance Merriweather," "The Fight For Freedom" (Sarah Bradford and Harriet Tubman), "The Power of Women" (Angelina Grimke and Harriet Jacobs). Also, music from the civil war to the civil rights movement and storytelling. Alice Parfitt of Lakewood said it was "excellent"
Hazlet, NJ

Additional Ocean County Resources

http://oceancountylibrary.org/OceanCountyInfo/oceancountyresources.htm
OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY

MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC PROGRAMMING EVALUATION

Diversity Programming Subcommittee

Name of Program   ___________________________________________

Name of Performer ___________________________________________

Location ____________________    
Date _______________

Overall, how would you rate this program?

EXCELLENT     
VERY GOOD     
GOOD     
FAIR     

POOR

Would you like the library to host additional programs related to this subject?


YES

NO



Would you like to be notified about other multicultural programs offered by the Ocean County Library Diversity Committee?

YES

NO



If YES, please list your name and phone number and/or e-mail address:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Do you have suggestions for future diversity programs and/or presenters?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

How did you hear about today’s program?

_____Library branch calendar  (Circle one: ONLINE VERSION
PRINT VERSION)

_____Library monthly brochure

_____Library flier or poster

_____Library staff

_____Library web site

_____Word-of-mouth

_____Newspaper  - Which paper?  ________________________________________

_____Radio - Which station?  ____________________________________________

_____Library publication   (Circle which one:   CONNECT

BOOKPAGE)

Thank you!
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